
“Let us believe that pure thoughts, brave words and generous deeds can never die. Let us believe that they bear fruit and add forever to the well-being of the human race. Let us believe that a noble, self-denying life increases the moral wealth of us all, and gives assurance that the future will be grander than the past.” -–Robert G. Ingersoll
Antonio Vargas (passed April, 2005)

Antonio was a farmer that worked with ALBA.  Two days before he was due to graduate from a small farmer education program, he was tragically electrocuted while carrying irrigation pipe that touched overhead electrical wires.  We honor him and his work as a small immigrant farmer.

Lalo Guerrero (December 24, 1916 – March 17, 2005)

Eduardo ''Lalo" Guerrero Jr., was born in the Barrio Viejo of Tucson, Lalo Guerrero, known as the father of Chicano music, died in Palm Springs. He was 88. Lalo Guerrero, was the father of Chicano music. Though he started out recording typical mexican music in the late thirties, he soon became the first to join Mexican-Spanish lyrics and slang to American styles (swing, R&B), and his bilingual jump blues, such as "Marihuana Boogie" and "Vamos a Bailar," are classics, and were practically anthems to late-1940s pachucos.

Matthew Morgan Plympton, (May 5, 1984 – February 26, 2005)

Nephew of Ross Racine (Intertribal Agriculture Council)

Matthew was killed in a tragic shooting in Montana.  Ross writes, “He was one of the kindest people on could ever know.  He had a gentleness and kindness few people could ever hope to attain.  He had a gift of humor and wit that made everyone around him laugh.”

Rodolfo Corky Gonzales (1928 – April 12, 2005)

I shed tears of anguish
As I see my children disappear
Behind the shroud of mediocrity
Never to look back to remember me.
I am Joaquin.

I must fight
and win this struggle
for my sons, and they
must know from me Who I am."
(From "I am Joaquin/Yo soy Joaquin" 
by Rodolfo Gonzales)

Rodolfo "Corky" Gonzalez, one of the most powerful voices in the Mexican-American civil rights struggle in the Southwest and the keynote speaker at the La Raza Unida Party national convention in El Paso in 1972, died Tuesday, April 12, 2005 in Denver. He was 76.

In the mid-1960's, Rodolfo Gonzales founded an urban civil rights and cultural movement called the Crusade for Justice. Soon he became one of the central leaders in the Chicano movement and a strong proponent of Chicano nationalism. In the late sixties and early seventies, Corky Gonzales organized and supported high school walkouts, demonstrations against police brutality, and legal cases. He also organized mass demonstrations against the Vietnam War. 

In 1968 Gonzales led a Chicano contingent in the Poor People's March on Washington, D.C. While there, he issued his "Plan of the Barrio" which called for better housing, education, barrio-owned businesses, and restitution of pueblo lands. He also proposed forming a Congress of Aztlan to achieve these goals.
Abelardo 'Lalo' Delgado (November 27, 1930 – July 23, 2004)

An activist and poet who was considered el abuelito, or the granddaddy, of the Chicano literature movement died of cancer in Denver. He was 73. His most renown poem, "Stupid America" written in 1969 would become a classic among the Chicano community. It's included below:

Stupid America
stupid america, see that chicano
with a big knife
in his steady hand
he doesn‚t want to knife you
he wants to sit on a bench
and carve christfigures
but you won‚t let him.
stupid america, see that chicano
shouting curses on the street
he is a poet
without paper and pencil
and since he cannot write
he will explode. 
stupid america, remember that chicanito
flunking math and english
he is the picasso
of your western states
but he will die
with one thousand masterpieces
hanging only from his mind. 

Cipriano Sauceda ( September 26, 1922 – June 26, 2004)

Father-in-law of Mily Travino-Sauceda.  Don Cipriano was born in the state of Zacatecas, Mexico; worked the agricultural fields in Mexico and immigrated as a migrant farmer and a “Bracero” from the 1940-50s in Texas and other states.  He continued working as a migrant farmworker until the age of 79; he was a United Farmworkers’ (UFW) member.  He was always a peaceful man.  He had a beautiful mind and a beautiful heart.

Alfredo Bahena (December 26, 1961-April 18, 2004)

Alfredo was born in Mexico City and came to the United States with his family in 1978.  He worked in the fields of Florida for many years until 1991 when he became a full time organizer with the Farmworker Association of Florida.  He was a tireless fighter for the rights of the immigrant and agricultural workers.

Jesus Angel “Hugo” Gonzalez (September 22, 1980 – April 12, 2003)

Nephew of Mily Travino-Sauceda.  During high school Hugo was involved with MEChA and helped to organize a student walk-out against Proposition 187.  As a result, he and 300 students were suspended for three days.  He became President of MEChA and was known to his friends as “Chicano” for his involvement in MEChA, the UFW, and the Chicano struggles.  During his high school years he participated in the Torres-Martinez struggle against environmental racism for illegal dumping in tribal lands.  He joined the United States Marine Corps in 1999.  He married Guadalupe Yvonne Avalos and had one daughter, Delilah.

Jeanne Gauna (passed February 17, 2003)

Southwest Organizing Project, co-director and co-founder.  We will always remember Jeanne as a fearless leader who steadfastly united communities to address environmental and all other forms of racism.  With her kindness and warm smile, she embraced and built connections among all of our communities who face the same struggles.

Nilak Butler (passed December 2002)

A founding mother of the Indigenous Women's Network and founding council member and staff of Indigenous Environmental Network died of advanced ovarian cancer.
Luis Antonio Rojas Ureña (passed November, 2002)

Son of Luis Ureña, the leader of the National Agricultural Workers Federation known as CONFENACA in the Dominican Republic.  Luis was assassinated/executed by municipal police in Santo Domingo as he went out to buy electrical parts for a radio he was fixing.
Senator Paul Wellstone (July 21, 1944- October 25, 2002)

Paul Wellstone gladly waded into the fight for justice because he knew it was right.  John Zippert recalls, “Wherever our people were, he was always there…He came to be with us no matter what our level of campaign contributions.  And until the very end of his life, without regard for polls or popularity, he remained the most fervent and dependable voice in the US Senate on behalf of all rural people who work for peace.” Paul Wellstone was killed in a airplane crash with his wife and daughter.
Rachel Ritchie, (passed November 27, 2000)

Daughter of Mark and Nancy Ritchie (Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy).  Rachel was killed by a drunk driver in Minneapolis, MN.  She was 20 years old.

Cleo Askew (passed November 6, 2000)

Cleo Askew joined the staff of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives at the Rural Training and Research Center in Epes, Alabama in 1978 and served for more than two decades as Housing Specialist and Environmental Justice Coordinator. In his housing work, Cleo assisted over 300 families in Sumter, Green and surrounding counties.  Cleo was also active in environmental justice campaigns across the South and the nation. He was an active member of the Rural Coalition, a leader of our Environmental Justice work, and a constant and deeply missed presence at our Assemblies.
Raynard Johnson (passed June 16, 2000)

Raynard Johnson, 17 years old, was found hanging from a tree in his front yard in Kokomo, Mississippi, in the community of board member Charlotte Keys.  Although his death was officially deemed a suicide his family, friends and neighbors expressed deep concern that his death was a racially motivated lynching.  The Rural Coalition and our allies stand by the family of Raynard Johnson and strongly condemn all hate crimes.

Donald A. Eldridge (March 12, 1933 – September 13, 1997)

Father of Father Randy Eldridge.  Fr. Randy writes, “My father taught me to fight for what is right and not be afraid of making enemies for doing what I believe in.  He gave me my work ethic: that hard work for a cause is well worth the trouble and to do the best that I possibly can do.”

Cesar E. Chavez (1927 - 1993)

Cesar Estrada Chavez founded and led the first successful farm workers' union in U.S. history. When he passed away on 23 April 1993, he was president of the United Farm Workers of America, AFL-CIO 

Cesar was born March 31, 1927, on the small farm near Yuma, Arizona that his grandfather homesteaded during the 1880's. At age 10, life began as a migrant farm worker when his father lost the land during the Depression. These were bitterly poor years for Cesar, his parents, brothers and sisters. Together with thousands of other displaced families, the Chavez family migrated throughout the Southwest, laboring in fields and vineyards. Cesar left school after the eighth grade to help support his family.

In 1991, Cesar received the Aguila Azteca (The Aztec Eagle), Mexico's highest award presented to people of Mexican heritage who have made major contributions outside of Mexico. On August 8, 1994, Cesar became the second Mexican American to receive the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian honor in the United States. This award was presented posthumously by President Bill Clinton. Helen F. Chavez and six of her eight children traveled to the White House to receive the honor.

Cesar Chavez passed away on April 23, 1993, at the age of 66. More than 40,000 people participated in Cesar's funeral at Delano. He was laid to rest at La Paz in a rose garden at the foot of the hill he often climbed to watch the sun rise.
Frederick G. Picciano (October 9, 1925-Nov. 22, 1991) 

On his 19th birthday he left to fight in the Battle of the Bulge.  He became a civil engineer on the GI Bill, and raised five children.  He believed the best investment policy was giving to others and having a strong faith and commitment to justice. Shortly before he died of environmentally induced lymphoma, he told his daughter, Lorette, “You should be Executive Director,” as she discussed the Rural Coalition with him.  

We also remember our Board member, Altagracia (Chilo) Villarreal, who has lost two of her sisters recently.

Humberto Sauceda-Luna Sr. (March 25, 1954 – May 13, 1985)

Husband of Mily Travino-Sauceda and born in Mexico and raised in Rio Grande, Zacatecas, Mexico.  He moved with his family to Tijuana, Baha California in the early 1970s.  He worked during the first years as a farm laborer and became involved with the United Farmworkers Union.  He met Mily Trevino in 1975 and they were married in 1979.  In 1981, Humberto became the President of the workers committee under David Freedman & Co where he made sure over 2,000 workers interest were heard.  Humberto was liked by all; he had much charisma and a great sense of humor.  Even though Humberto died at a very young age, he left his sprit to care for Mily and their son, Humberto Jr.

Georgia Good remembers the following:

Some people make a difference in your life through work. Being family or first by being who they are:  Some people like Richard Enoch of Nashville, Tennessee, who wrote the proposal for the starting of the Orangeburg County Family Health Center and the late Thomas Moss who was the political force to get us moving on the big grant and the late Florrie Malachi, who was like my other mother, and my community partner who provided an inner light that shined bright on me through the years for my advancement.

2004 and early 2005 have not been good for me because of the loss of so many of my good friends and family, but I can’t question the loss because they are beyond my selfish controls.  It is God’s will.  

They touched my life in a way that has guided me to advance my career so I could help others.  These people will forever play a part in the smiles and priceless memories that are treasured in my heart.

For my brother, who was full of surprises I miss dearly.  I cry for my sister-in-law whom I love and is now in the last stages of Alzheimer’s.

To the Rural Coalition family, if we failed to say thank you, We want to thank you dearly for helping us get through this year.  Without people like you I could not have gone this far.

Rudy Arredondo remembers the following:

David Montoya, Assistant Secretary for Diversity, US Dept. of Interior    1947-2001 My friend David was a true Democrat and a wonderful friend. He was the Director of Civil Rights in the Dept. of Agriculture under Secretary Glickman. David F. Montoya was from Belen, New Mexico near Santa Fe. He passed away on February 5, 2001 after a Heart attack at his home in Alexandria, VA. He is someone that I considered a mentor since I met him in 1976 as director of civil rights with the Soil Conservation Service during the Carter years at USDA. We were reunited when I returned to USDA during the Clinton administration in 1995. 

Agripina Mares de Arredondo (1902-1987) My grandmother passed away in 1987 she was 85 years old. She helped to raise the entire Arredondo brood, brave and grumpy sometimes, but I loved her and she loved everyone, even in her bad times

 Trinidad Trigueros Arredondo (1926-94) My beloved Mother passed away in 1994. A great women who raised 8 children and politically influential in her own way. Befriended the regular folk and politically powerful just the same and treated them equally and graciously. She continues to be missed. 

Jose Ines Arredondo (1920-2004) Father of Rural Coalition Board member, Rudy Arredondo, passed away on July 4, 2004 at the hospital in Wauseon, Ohio. A unique and inventive farmer who loved the revered the land and farming. Wonderful father, husband, grandfather, firm hand and highly respected among his peers and community. His word was his currency.
Chilo Villarreal remembers the following:

Her sisters:

Edna E. Villarreal Santos (November 27 1932-2003)

Bethulia M. Villarreal Santos (April 26, 1928 – 2005)

Each sister raised large families, having five children each.  Those children now have between two or three children.  Both of these women lived lives that were a testimony to the love and hope of Our God the One that is Near and Close to us.

Bishop Jose A Llaguno, bishop from Tarahumara

Bishop Bartolome Carrasco, bishop from Oaxaca

Each was very close to the communities they served and worked with the participation of the people to build better alternatives for the people.

Floriberto Diaz Gomez

An indigenous Mixe leader who worked very hard for the autonomy of all indigenous communities.

Three missionary sisters: Josefina, Minerva and Ma Luisa who were close and near to the indigenas especially in Oaxaca state.
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