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With deep gratitude to
the Rural Coalition’s Board of Directors
and Member Organizations, and the Board, Staff and members of all of our National Rural Gathering  Organizing Partners
(Without Us?  Who Eats???)
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National Latino Farmers and Ranchers
Trade Association
www.latinofarmers.org



The RC staff, partners and the many that have contributed bringing this day to fruition.
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Shawnee Oklahoma, June 22, 2011

Welcome, Dear Rural Family and Friends;

We are delighted you have joined us for our historic gathering of the people of the land. Farmworkers, small farmers, ranchers, and rural, acequia, land grant, tribal communities, advocates, and activists from the US and beyond – will be standing together at the crossroads of past and future in the midst of transformation and change at this gathering focused on issues of land, water, energy, and food.

It is one of the few gatherings nationwide where more 250 rural leaders and their allies including youth delegates engage and empower themselves by developing innovative grassroots solutions to a more just and sustainable food system that fosters diverse land tenure, as well as, vibrant and inclusive communities. Oklahoma’s rich history and its leading role in agriculture serve as fertile grounds to hold sessions on USDA cultural transformation and discussion of tribal issues. Throughout the four-day Gathering participants will collaborate with partners to conduct skills labs, international land grab workshops, climate change and Farm Bill panels, discussion on the USDA Black, Native American, Latino, and women discrimination claim settlements, as well as, learn from the experience of the Black Seminole and other communities of Shawnee and Wewoka.

National Youth in Today’s Agriculture is highlighting activities and career options for youth and Agricultural Missions, Inc., is focusing on issues of food sovereignty through study sessions and events, including the screening of “The Big Banana,” by Cameroonian Documentary Filmmaker, Monsieur Franck, who is with us for the screening. America the Beautiful, is hosting the national seed-swap, so bring seeds and there will be activities for all ages including texting and social media activities and a closing ceremony with Singer/Song-writer Native Grammy Artist, Star Nayea.  Our Board Member Rudy Arredondo, joins us in welcoming our dear friends Magdaleno Rose-Avila, and Jay Nightwolf and WPFW in Washington DC who are helping us bring our shared work of uniting the human family to many more people. We are honored to have you here.

Let us also say a word about language.  Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural has been providing interpretation access for during our conferences and gatherings since our 1992 Assembly in El Paso and Chihuahua, being one of the pioneer organizations to do so. We purchased our interpretation equipment, which we are still using today, in 1992 for use during our joint struggle of our US and Mexico members against the North American Free Trade Agreement.  This past June, we intensified our efforts to train our leaders and volunteer interpreters with the assistance of the National Immigrant Farming Initiative.  NIFI provided some of the interpreters who are with us at this meeting  with a “Interpreting for Social Justice” training with Robert Tijerina (Highlander Research and Education Center) in Florida a few weeks ago.   Our Gathering partner, Agriculture Missions Inc. has also been a leader in ensuring language access at its Study Session for decades.

During our 2011 National Rural Gathering, simultaneous interpretation services will be provided by our dedicated volunteers, allowing an effective flow of communication without language barriers. We ask that the participants speak slowly, loudly and clearly, so that our interpreters may transmit the messages as clearly and accurately as possible.  We also request that all of the interpretation equipment borrowed be returned by the end of the Assembly to ensure that our effective interpretation process is continued.  Lastly, in a tradition begun by our previous Chairperson, Carlos Marentes, called “Spanish and English for Busy People,” we encourage all of our participants to take the time to learn at least one empowering phrase in a language spoken that is not their own, in a solidarity community-strengthening gesture.  El Pueblo Unido, Hamas Sera Venicido! 

Remember what we know of life – that nothing grows from the top down.  This world is in your capable hands.  So enjoy and be courageous in our work together and please stayed tuned for more good things to come.

[image: ]In Solidarity and Cooperation, 
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John Zippert		                                                                Lorette Picciano
Chairperson 						Executive Director
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Get involved with our Cell Phone Action Network!
Rural Coalition is working to build a national network of advocates and activists committed to bringing justice and equity to food and farm policy for rural communities and people. Together we seek to build a more just and sustainable food system which brings fair returns to minority and other small farmers and rural communities, establishes just and fair working conditions for farm workers, protects the environment and brings safe and healthy food to all consumers. 
To Get Involved:
Text RURALCO to our shortcode, 77007

You’ll receive a response asking for your TWO LETTER STATE ABBRVIATION and ZIP CODE – You must reply to these questions to complete your registration. We will use this information to connect you to your congress member. 
What is a Cell Phone Action Network?
The Cell Phone Action Network is an instant way for us to communicate with our allies about current legislative and policy “action alerts”. We will text the network about action opportunities and have contact information for their congress member sent directly to their phone! Taking action doesn’t get easier than this!  
How Your Respond To An “Action Text”
After a user signs up with their state and zip code information it will be stored in an electronic database within Rural Coalition. When an action opportunity is sent to the Cell Phone Action Network we will include their congress members phone number right in the text message. To respond to an action alert simply dial the number and leave a voice message for your congress member. Please include the bill or amendment number in your message for your congress member to easily refer to. 
Get Others Involved!!
Through our shared efforts, we were able to secure more than 30 sections of policies in the 2008 Farm Bill that provide a seat at the table in agriculture for the producers, farmworkers and communities we serve. We want to create even more change with the 2012 Farm Bill. To do so we need your help! We hope to have a network that spans all 50 states. 

Mention the Cell Phone Action Network in your publications, mailings, and newsletters. Discuss this new age advocacy during media interviews and in partnership meetings. Include instructions on how to join on your website and other social media outlets. 
[image: ]Stay updated with Rural Coalition on Social Media!
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facebook.com/RuralCoalition
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[image: http://www.aliasmusic.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/09/survey_monkey.gif]youtube.com/user/ruralcoalition

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2011NationalRuralGathering
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flickr.com/photos/ruralco 
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twitter.com/ruralcoFollow tweets about the National Rural Gathering using the Hashtag:   #Rural11  

DON’T FORGET TO STOP BY THE “BUILDING COMMUNITY” TABLE TO FILL OUT THE SURVEY MONKEY QUESTIONNAIRE.
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	DAY/DATE/TIME
	SESSION
	ROOM

	WEDNESDAY : HONORING LAND, WATER, ENERGY, FOOD and COMMUNITIES

	10AM-12PM
	REGISTRATION, DISPLAY, SET UP, VOLUNTEER SIGN UP
	Break Area

	12PM
	LUNCH
	Food Area

	1PM-3:00PM
	“Innovative Solutions to USDA Exclusions” 2501 Project Meeting
	K20

	1PM-  4:25PM
	Youth in Today’s Agriculture Orientation
	Skylab 1

	3PM – 4:25 PM
	Community-Based Action Research 101”;
Workshop and Training for Documentarians
	K20

	
	Animal Health Farm and Ranch Team Meeting with USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS)
	East Atrium

	4:30 PM-5:25PM
	Language Access and Interpretation Training
	K15

	5:30PM – 6:55PM
	DINNER and Networking
	Food Area

	7:00PM
	Opening Ceremony and Plenary
	Seminar Room

	THURSDAY : LAND AND FOOD SOVEREIGNTY DAY (FIELD TRIP)

	7:00AM-7:55AM
	BREAKFAST
	Food Area

	7:30 AM – 7:45 AM
	Morning Centering/Meditation sessions
	East Atrium

	8:00AM
	Buses Depart from Gordon Cooper Technology Center for Wewoka
	Parking Lot

	
	Planning in Motion - Language Access and Documentation Teams Each Travel Together on the Bus for Refresher Preparation 
	Buses

	8:30AM
	Arrival in Wewoka : Walking Tour and Mule Wagon Rides to Seminole Nation Museum
	Hargrave Community Center

	9:00AM
	Land and Food Sovereignty Study Session
	Seminole Museum

	11:00AM
	Energy and Land: Black Gold and the Taking of Freedman’s Land out of Indian Trusts
	Hargrave Community Center

	12PM-12:05pm
	Moment of Centering and Gratitude
	Hargrave Community Center

	12:05PM-12:55PM
	LUNCH
Lunchtime Program –Did You Know? History of The Black Seminole with Presentation on the Buffalo Soldiers and Saving Seeds
	Food Area

	1:00PM-3:30PM
	International Land Struggles: From Latin America to Africa
	

	1PM -5:00PM
	Youth In Today’s Agriculture SPECIAL SESSION; (w Rural Coalition Animal Health Team)  Field Trip to the Chanel Ranch
	Sklab 1

	3:30PM
	SOLIDARITY BREAK
	Food Area

	4PM-5:30PM
	Small Group breakout sessions
	Hargrave Community Center

	5:50PM
	Moment of Centering and Gratitude
	Hargrave Community Center

	6:00 PM     
	COMMUNITY DINNER
	Sarah’s Dynasty Inc.

	8:00PM
	Buses Return to Shawnee
	

	FRIDAY : FOOD AND AGRICULTURE DAY

	7 AM - 8:40 AM
	BREAKFAST
	Food Area

	8AM -  SAT-3PM
	SILENT AUCTION OPEN UNTIL SATURDAY 3PM
	East Hallway

	8:15AM – 8:30AM
	Morning Centering/Meditation sessions
	East Atrium

	9AM – 12:00PM
	Individual assistance on USDA applications
	Table Display

	9AM-2:00PM
	Technical Assistance on Keepseagle, Pigford, Garcia and Love cases.
	K20

	9AM-10:45PM
	Plenary: Building Food Sovereignty in North America - Critical Issues on Land, Energy, Water, Food  

	SeminarRoom

	10:45AM -10:55AM
	NETWORKING BREAK
	Food Area

	11AM – 12PM
	Issue Groups Strategy Sessions on Critical Issues
	East Atrium/ Breakout Room

	12PM-12:55PM
	NETWORKING LUNCH and Vintage Car Review
	Food Area

	1PM – 5:00PM
	Youth In Today’s Agriculture SPECIAL SESSION (w Rural Coalition Animal Health Team) Field Trip Wild Horse Arena
	Skylab 1

	1PM-2:25PM
	Cultural Change and Transforming Institutions: Part One – Creating a New Relationship between USDA and our Communities from the Ground Up
	Seminar Room

	2:30PM – 2:55PM
	NETWORKING BREAK
	Food Area

	3PM – 4:55PM
	Cultural Change and Transforming Institutions: Part Two  - Policy and Advocacy on Critical Issues
	Seminar Room

	3PM – 6:00PM
	Agriculture Missions, Inc. Board Meeting
	East Atrium/K20

	5PM- 5:55PM
	DINNER
	Food Area

	6PM- 7:55PM
	Live Broadcast of Music and Insights from National Rural Gathering Participants (join us virtually at www.wpfw.com) on “American Indian Truths…The Most Dangerous Show on Radio”
	Seminar Room

	8:PM – 9:30PM
	Premier US Showing of The Big Banana (Cameroon)
	Seminar Room

	SATURDAY : BUILDING A NEW SOCIETY DAY

	7AM – 7:55AM
	BREAKFAST
	Food Area

	7:30AM -7:45AM
	Morning Centering/Meditation sessions
	East Atrium

	8AM -  SAT-3PM
	SILENT AUCTION OPEN UNTIL SATURDAY 3PM
	East Hallway

	8AM - 2:00PM
	Individual Assistance on USDA Applications, and Technical Assistance to Farmers on the Keepseagle, Pigford, Hispanic and Woman Farmer Claims processes. 
	Table Display

	9AM – 12:00PM
	Youth in Today’s Agriculture SPECIAL SESSION Wrapping Up Meeting
	Skylab 1

	9AM – 3PM
	Agriculture Missions, Inc. Board Meeting 
	East Atrium/K20

	9AM – 10:45PM 
	Moving Forward: The Long Struggle to Transform Our Land and Communities:  Land Grabs and the U.S. - the USDA Discrimination Claims Process
	Seminar Room

	10:45AM – 10:55PM
	NETWORKING BREAK
	Food Area

	11AM – 2PM
	RURAL DEVELOPMENT FARM TEAM SPECIAL SESSION;
(Limited to 14 Team Members) Creating a New Future: Field Trip to Boley, OK
	Boley 

	11AM -12:25PM
	Team Working Sessions - Identifying our Shared Policy and Action Priorities
	Break Room

	12:30PM
	LUNCH
	Food Area

	2PM-2:55 PM
	RC Business Meeting
	Seminar Room

	3PM
	SILENT AUCTION CLOSES
	East Hallway

	3PM -5:25PM
	Closing Plenary 
	Seminar Room

	5:30PM -6:55PM
	DINNER;  Awards, Thanks
	Seminar Room

	7:00PM
	Closing Ceremony
	Seminar Room

	SUNDAY : RETURNING HOME

	4AM – All Day 

	Airport Shuttles run all morning, beginning at 4 AM for 6 AM flights

	HOTEL

	6AM – 10:00AM
	BREAKFAST

	HOTEL

	12:00PM
	Hotel Check Out
	HOTEL



[image: ]SAVE THE DATE
Is holding it’s Annual Gala 
At the National Press Club
Washington, DC
On Thursday, December 1, 2011
For more info contact:ruralco@ruralco.org

[image: ]SAVE THE DATE
Is holding a Farm-Bill Forum
November 30th- Dec 1st, 2011 
And the RC Annual Gala at the National Press Club
Washington, DC
On December 1st, 2011

[image: ]GATHERING LOGISTICS  - For more info contact: ruralco@ruralco.org
MEETING LOCATION   (All the conference hotels are nearby to the Gordon Cooper Center) 
Gordon Cooper Technology Center in Shawnee, OK.
One John C Bruton Boulevard, Shawnee, OK 74804.  
 (405) 273-7493  end_of_the_skype_highlighting info@gctech.org

REGISTRATION CHECK-IN FOR THE GATHERING PROGRAM
The Check-in Desk for the Gathering is located in the main lobby, please follow signs.  Also, please join us when you arrive anytime after noontime on Wednesday, as there are many activities that will give you the opportunity to meet each other and explore our histories and themes. 
We will be doing registration throughout the conference.  (Please note you will need to be registered and have a name-tag for meals and other activities): 
Wednesday, June 22- 10AM - 6PM
Thursday, June 23 – 8AM-9AM (field trip day in Wewoka)
Friday, June 24 – 8AM-Noon
Saturday, June 25 – 8 AM-Noon

GROUND TRANSPORTATION IN SHAWNEE
Our hosts in Oklahoma have arranged buses every morning and evening on a regular schedule that will take you from the participating hotels to the conference and back at designated times.  The buses also handle transportation for field activities. Please check at registration for these times and we have left information at the hotels too. (The hotels and conference sites are within walking distance, albeit it on a busy road in the summer heat.) Buses arrive to the Gordon Cooper Technology Center for from Hotels at 7 AM, 7:20 AM, 7:40 AM
VOLUNTEERING & LANGUAGE ACCESS
We need volunteers to assist with research, note taking, filming, photography, using your computer to intake survey data, social media, welcome or in many other ways, contact Angela Adrar at angela@ruralco.org (202) 439-7724.  We will have a volunteer station and a daily check in.  There is a workshop at 1 PM on Wednesday on participatory research and documentation that is open to all and especially those who can help with the above activities. Watch for the Volunteer sign in the main lobby by the registration desks for more information to sign up and help.

If you would like to help with Language Access, including interpretation, please contact Laura Valdes at laura@ruralco.org, our language access coordinator. There is a training on Wednesday for all language access volunteers.  
SILENT AUCTION
We invite you to bid and bid again for the many unique product/service from diverse communities around the United States and Mexico.  The money collected will help to add funds to our Youth and Global Solidarity Travel Fund for next Gathering. The Silent Auction opens on Friday at 8:00AM and closes on Saturday at 3PM.  Make sure you stop by on several occasions to see how your bid is fairing.
OPENING CEREMONY/ CLOSING CEREMONY
We are honoring the land, water, energy, food, and our communities during the ceremony.  Please bring a contribution to our circle that represents these elements.  Some suggestions have been seeds, a tiny bit of water, tobacco, cloth etc. We ask you to place them in the designated areas as you come in.
Don’t forget to also bring posters, banners, instruments, art and information about your organization to share during the Opening and Closing Ceremony and throughout the Gathering. 
SEED SWAP
We hope you brought your seeds to share and swap with other participants at the Gathering. Participants are bringing seeds passed down from your family for generations. The Rural Coalition will be sharing seeds provided by the America the Beautiful Fund along with those of our member organizations. 
HELP BUILD OUR 500 (and some)-YEAR TIMELINE
Please share information about your family, community and/or organizational or national history on our  500-year timeline of our shared histories. We are collecting your input all afternoon on Wednesday and throughout the meeting, and this is a wonderful opportunity to meet others and learn about their communities.  The results will be shared with all participants after the Gathering. 
INTERNET, COMPUTERS, DATA PHONES, CELL PHONES
WI FI Access is available at the conference location and the hotels, except during the field trips.  We are using social media throughout the conference, and if you can assist with note taking and helping everyone access our online survey, we appreciate it if you can bring your computer.  We hope everyone brought your cell phones and your cameras and video recorders!   Remember you can upload media and updates to our Facebook, Twitter, YouTube or Flickr Pages. (See Social media page for URLs)
DISPLAY TABLES and EXHIBITS: If you have a confirmed Display table, set up is Wednesday before noon.  Please visit our partner display table, interactive displays, research, and getting to know each other activities.
Schedule:
WEDNESDAY: 10AM-NOON Set Up
                           1 PM – 5 PM      Interactive Displays on Land, Water, Food, and Energy amongst others
FRIDAY:            All Day – Displays and Exhibits Open
SATURDAY:      All Day – Displays and Exhibits Open
SUNDAY -        CLOSED

[image: ]WORKSHOPS, INTERACTIVE EXHIBITS, PLANNING MEETINGS and SMALL GROUP SESSIONS

Wednesday, June 22, 2011 (Gordon Cooper Technology Center, Shawnee, OK)

 Interactive Exhibitions (From noon until evening)
Land and Water
· Our Histories on the Land - Building our 500-year plus timeline of our Histories of Migration and Land 
· Protecting our Land – Technical Assistance on the Keepseagle, Pigford, Hispanic and Women Farmer Claims Processes – With Intertribal Agriculture Council, National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association, Federation of Southern Cooperatives and Land Loss Prevention Project 

Energy 
· What’s Hydrofracking?

Food
· Is the Climate Changing? –  Participatory Farmer and Farmworker Analysis of Seasons, Planting and Harvest Times and Disaster Frequency and Intensity
· What is Food Sovereignty? 
· Farm Bill 101 

Orientation and Team Meetings and Open Workshops
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM 	“Innovative Solutions to USDA Exclusions” 2501 Project Meeting  - Dr. John Green, University of Mississippi with Georgia Good and Savonala Horne, Rural Coalition (all welcome! – We will talk about how this Project Relates to the Farm Bill) - This meeting on our “Innovative Solutions to USDA Exclusions” Project will include a presentation from the research conducted thus far, and a facilitated and documented discussion of programmatic and policymaking implications, action steps, etc. (Participants who wish to participate in Community Based Action Research workshop will be strongly encouraged to attend this meeting.)



1:00 PM – 4:30 PM   
YOUTH IN TODAY’S AGRICULTURE (WITHOUT US WHO EATS) ORIENTATION
Welcome – Introductions  and      ***Ice Breaker WITH A MUSICAL SURPRISE!!!!!! ***
· Beginnings of Youth In Today’s Agriculture (YITA) - Xandria Hughes and James Strong, Operation Spring Plant
· Inspirations for YITA going nationwide with RC  - Mrs. Dorothy Barker 
· Report of Youth Activities
· US Social Forum Report – Laura Valdés YITA and RC
· RC Youth Voices in Cancun (La Via Campesina) Blain Snipstal 
· Angela Adrar (selecting youth representatives to La Via Campesina North America) 
· Where do we go from here? Discussion amongst everyone - Darnella Burkett-Winston
· Preparation for this meeting – Agenda Review and Developing a panel of youth for land, water, energy, food for Friday morning.
· Signing up to do our Work- Social Media, Communications, research, opening ceremony, translation, etc…Angela Adrar and committee leads 
· Hands on Activities: Chairpersons of different Organizations (Appointee)
· Invitation of Youth to language access meeting that starts at 4:30pm)



3:00 PM – 4:30 PM   Community-Based Action Research 101” Workshop and Training for Documentarians  - Dr. John Green, University of Mississippi and Dr. Anna Kleiner, Northern Louisiana University

This Workshop will focus on how communities can conduction action research, with an initial presentation on the framework and toolbox, and interaction among participants using the world café approach. Participants from this workshop will be encouraged to be part of an observation team for the full gathering, attending and documenting other portions of the proceedings, especially those sessions with substantive discussions and presentations. Observers will take field notes and then meet for several debriefings. These observers will then collaborate to prepare an overall summary document after the assembly is over. Participants in these activities will be presented with a certificate of participation presented jointly from the Institute for Community-Based Research and the Rural Coalition at conference end.  All are welcome.
3 PM – 4:30 PM 	Animal Health Farm and Ranch Team Meeting with USDA Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) – Chukou Thao, National Hmong American Farmers,  Bryn Bird, Rural Coalition and Dr. Byron Schick, Area Veterinarian, Oklahoma, and Sophia Kirby, APHIS-DC

Members of our Rural Coalition/National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association/National Hmong American Farmers Animal Health Team will meet with USDA-Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service Staff to review and plan their work.  All interested in Animal and Plant Health issues are welcome and encouraged to attend. 


4:30 PM      Language Access and Interpretation Training (sponsored by the National Immigrant   Farming Initiative) – Mapy Alvarez, NIFI and Laura Valdés, Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural
7 PM           Opening Ceremony and Plenary 
· Welcome – Honoring our Land, Water, Energy, Food and our Communities’ Ceremony

· Presentation of the Delegations - Youth in Today’s Agriculture with Darnella Burkett Winston and Dorathy Barker; and Farmworker Association of Florida with Tirso Moreno  (host of last Assembly) lead entry and present banner from last Assembly in 2008 to Oklahoma delegation to Open the Gathering – Delegations presented by Daisy Garrett, Rural Coalition Events Chair to Willard Tillman, RC Board Member, Director of Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project and chair of National Rural Gathering Host Committee

· Oklahoma Welcome - Led by Willard Tillman and the Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project 
· Marilyn Van - President, Descendants of Freedmen of the Five Civilized Tribes Association and Band Chief – Freedmen Band of Cherokee nation of Oklahoma
· Randall Ware - Kiowa Native Farms LLC, Indian Country Agriculture and Resource Development Corporation and Member, USDA Minority Farmer Advisory Committee To The Secretary 
· Oklahoma State Senator Constance Johnson
· Thank you to Gordon Cooper Technology Center -

· Introduction to the Program and Theme 
· Rural Coalition/National Latino Farmers/National Hmong American Farmers – Georgia Good, Rural Coalition Vice Chair and Chukou Thao, National Hmong American Farmers
· Agriculture Missions Inc. – Lionel Derenoncourt, Chair Person and Marta Benavides, Vice Chair Person, Agriculture Missions, Inc.
· Youth In Today’s Agriculture  - YITA leaders 

· Introduction to Interpretation and Language Access (sponsored by the National Immigrant Farming Initiative) –  Mapy Alvarez, NIFI and Laura Valdés, Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural
· Modern Day Smoke Signals:  Youth sharing new ways to stay connected. Intro to texting and technology for the National Rural Gathering and beyond.  Reminder of Survey Monkey  - Sarah Damian, Social Media Blogger, Bryn Bird, Rural Coalition and Madi Alexander, Young Democrats in Oklahoma 
· Agenda Overview and HouseKeeping – Angela Adrar and Lorette Picciano, Rural Coalition
· Moment of Reflection and Centering

Evening Reflection: God is able to conquer the evils of history...If at times we despair at the relatively slow progress being made in ending racial discrimination and if we become disappointed with the undue cautiousness of the federal government, let us gain new heart in the fact that God is able.  In our sometimes difficult and lonesome walk up freedom’s road, we do not walk alone…Our God is able…When our days become dreary with low-hovering crowds and our nights become darker than a thousand midnights, let us remember there is a great benign Power in the universe whose name is God, and he is able to make a way out of no way and transform dark yesterdays into bright tomorrows…This is our mandate for seeking a better world.  --  Rev. Martin Luther King Jr., 1963, in “strength to love,” Fortress Press, Minneapolis, MN, 2010

Thursday, June 23, 2011   “Land and Food Sovereignty Day”
Field Trip to Wewoka

7:30 AM – 7:45 AM   Morning Centering/Meditation sessions - Linda Velarde and Rabiah Nur

8:00 AM 	Buses Depart from Gordon Cooper Technology Center for Wewoka 
Planning in Motion - Language Access and Documentation Teams Each Travel Together on the Bus for Refresher Preparation 
8:30 AM 	Arrival in Wewoka @ Hargrave Community Center
· Walking Tour and Mule Driven Wagon Rides by Mr. Dewayne Sexton to Seminole Nation Museum
9:00 AM   “Land and Food Sovereignty Study Session”– led by Agriculture Missions, Inc. (Seminole Nation Museum)
· Welcome and Reflection – Lionel Derenoncourt, Agriculture Missions, Inc. and introduction of Willard Tillman, Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, as moderator for the morning.
· History of the Seminole Nation and People - Sharing the Experience of the Seminole Communities with Museum Tour and Displays - Lewis Johnson - Seminole Nation Museum
11:00 AM 	Energy and Land: Black Gold and the Taking of  Freedman’s Land out of Indian Trusts and Did You Know? History of The Black Seminole with Presentation on the Buffalo Soldiers and Saving Seeds (Hargrave Community Center)   - Bruce Fischer, Oklahoma Historical Association and  Willard Tillman – OBHRP  
12:00 PM 	Moment of Centering and Gratitude - Linda Velarde and Rabiah Al Nur) 
12:05 PM	Networking Lunch - prepared by Smiley BBQ  (Hargrave Community Center) 
1:00 PM 	International Land Struggles: From Latin America to Africa – Facilitated by Marta Benavides and Stephen Bartlett, Agriculture Missions, Inc. 
Representatives of the Garifuna communities (Afro-Indigenous peoples) of Honduras, from communities in Cameroun in West Africa, from Haiti, and from Brazil present the realities of “Land Grabs” for corporate monocultures and strategies for recovering long-term access to land.
· The Growing Phenomenon of Land Grabs - Winston Carroo, - Agriculture Missions, Inc. 
· Land Grabs in Africa - View from Ground Level in the Cameroon (PCUSA Hunger Program/Joining Hands against Hunger/ RELUFA in Cameroon)    - Valery Nodem  
· Defending the Land and the Garifuna People in Honduras Surrounded by Land Grabbers - Nahun Lali, OFRANEH, National Black Fraternal Organization of Honduras)
· Undoing Land Grabs in Brazil - The Experience of the MST - Milton Fornazieri (Landless Rural Workers Movement of Brazil)



SMALL GROUP BREAK-OUT SESSIONS
4:00 to 5:30 PM - Small Group breakout sessions (90 minutes) – Stephen Bartlett, AMI and Angela Adrar, Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural - Resource persons and facilitators will lead each small group. Each person will be encouraged to join one group which will caucus and continue work together during the entire gathering, leading to concrete proposals to be presented Saturday afternoon. 
Discussion in the small groups this session will focus on understanding the phenomenon of land grabs past and present and on strategies used for protecting land rights in other countries; on displacement from land and the phenomenon of forced migration; on historical methods of protecting land and resources; on land and resource extraction, adaptation to climate change and the impact on communities; and on our shared efforts to create the communities we envision and protect Mother Earth for future generations. Our goal today is to delve into and understand connections among the critical issue, and explore domestic and international links and the necessity for solidarity. 

· Group 1 - US-International Solidarity on Protecting Our Land, Restoring Land Tenure and Conserving Our Resources for Future Generations  
· Facilitator: Savonala Horne, Land Loss Prevention Project
· Resource person(s):  Valery Nodem, Nahun Lali, Milton Fornazieri, 
· Note Taker:  Joe Keesecker

· Group 2 - Taking Back Our Food System –  Building Farmer-Worker Solidarity on Agriculture, Migration, Immigration and Labor 
· Facilitator(s):  Chilo Villarreal, Rural Coalition and Hannah Hanson, Justice for Our Neighbors, Orlando, FL
· Resources Persons:  Tirso Moreno, Mily Trevino Sauceda and Ben Burkett
· Note Taker:  Laura Gaitan, National Immigrant Farming Initiative 

· Group 3 - Rebuilding Community-to-Community Food Systems and Local Food Economies 
· Facilitator: Blain Snipstal and Bryn Bird, Rural Coalition
· Resource persons:  Ben Yahola and Maria Moreira
· Note Taker/Co-facilitator:  Liz Calvin, AMI and Matthew Canfield

· Group 4- Rural, AgriCulture, and Community Development – Education for Leadership
· Facilitator: Mapy Alvarez
· Resource persons:  John Zippert and Starry Krueger
· Note Taker:  Michael Kotutwa Johnson, Rural Coalition 

· Group 5 – Water, Energy, and Climate Change
· Facilitator: Marta Benavides 
· Resource persons: Dorathy Barker, Lewis Johnson and Harold Trujillo (Harold on Friday only)
· Note Taker: Shilpa Jain, Other Worlds

· Group 6 – Saving Seed and Cultures
· Facilitator: Rudy Arredondo and Daisy Garrett
· Resource persons: Gloria Castillo and Jerry Fuentes, 
· Note Taker: Molly Meehan, Accokeek Foundation

1:00 PM – 5:00 PM YOUTH IN TODAY’S AGRICULTURE SPECIAL SESSION (w Rural Coalition Animal Health Team)
Field Trip to the Chanel Ranch, with Mr. Alvin Lee, Project Impact, Darnella Burkett Winston and Star Nyea
Youth will tour Mr. Lee’s cow/calf operation where he harvests rock for sale; and will participate in workshops and demonstrations on plasticulture and how to save seeds will be presented. Project Impact, a partner to the Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project will assist.  Nature walk, tent construction, BBQ construction and archery will be included.
Discussion will be included on Energy, Food, and Water & Land, with preparation for Friday Panel Presentation 




5:50PM	Moment of Centering and Gratitude - Linda Velarde and Rabiah Al Nur
6:00 PM          Community Dinner - Sarah’s Dynasty Inc. 
· Welcome – Willard Tillman and the Wewoka Community
· Ice Cream by Langston University with thanks to Dr. Merlin Burns
· Sharing Reflections of the Day (in Drama and Music, with Star Nyea and Youth in Today’s Agriculture, and Farmworker Association of Florida)
· Oklahoma Music and Dance -  Mo-Williams and Company 

 In a situation where human life seems dirt cheap, with people being killed as easily as one swats a fly, we must proclaim that people matter and matter enormously…If we have loved well while we were alive, there is life after death.  Our love will go on for generations ... --Archbishop Desmond Tutu.

   PLEASE VISIT OUR DISPLAY TABLES



www.freeseeds.us
Each year ABF's Seeds That Grow Hope program collects over $6 million dollars worth of surplus seed packets that would otherwise be destroyed and distributes them to civic planting projects to grow fresh food, improve the environment and boost community engagement.  

America the Beautiful Foundation – Seeds
National FFA Association
Hollywood Energy
Langston University
Start2Farm
USDA Agencies 
APHIS
Rural Development
NRCS




Friday, June 24, 2011 - Food and Agriculture Day  (Gordon Cooper Technology Center)
SILENT AUCTION – Opens Friday at 8:00AM and closes at 3:00 PM on Saturday
8:15 -8:30 AM - Morning Centering/Meditation sessions - Linda Velarde and Rabiah Nur
9 AM – Noon - individual assistance on USDA applications
All Morning through 2 Pm – Technical Assistance on Keepseagle, Pigford, Garcia and Love cases.
Morning Session
8:45 AM	Opening of the Silent Auction and Housekeeping

9:00 AM	Building Food Sovereignty in North America - Critical Issues on Land, Energy, Water, Food  - Moderated by Darnella Burkett Winston and Altagracia (Chilo) VIllarreal

In this session, we will expand our analysis of what is going on globally and locally with respect to rural peoples, and the food, climate and energy crisis, and outline our expectations for the next years, given the current national world conditions and the policies and decisions being made by the decisions makers, which even if we want to ignore them, have already made decisions that are framing the present and future conditionalities of the current food crisis that we are living now in our communities and nations. 

Led by our youth and international leaders, we will explore how are we to be light in the world about the situations faced by rural peoples and especially by tribal and excluded communities, women, and workers on the land and in the food system.

· Without Us, Who Eats? - Views on Land, Water, Energy and Food in our Communities - Youth in Today’s Agriculture Leaders 
· Feeding the Hopi Nation – Michael Kotutwa Johnson
· Food Sovereignty in Central America - Marta Benavides, Centro de Culturas y Artes Populares, Santa Ana, El Salvador
· Justice for Farmworkers and Immigrants - Tirso Moreno, Farmworker Association of Florida
· Land, Water, Energy and Food in Mexico – Altagracia Villarreal, Coalición Rural Mexico 

SMALL GROUP BREAKOUT SESSION

11:00 AM  - Issue Groups Strategy Sessions on Critical Issues (continue over lunch) 
In the second set of workshops, small groups (same facilitators, notetakers and participants as on Thursday) will work to define the critical issues in each of the small group topic areas, such as “Protecting the Land.” and to identify what and who might need to change to achieve solutions. (eg -Corporations, World Bank, US Policy, or us as in things we can do in our communities).  
How are we with our work going along and only meeting the demands of the present system of consumption, and working with a real plan of action and in an intentional way for the urgently needed shift of paradigm? Otherwise we are only responding as business as usual, re inventing for the purpose of survival not for quality of life of people and the care of the planet. 

We must see the participation of workers, women, and youth, and since we are organizations without borders, there must be a conscious reflection in our leadership of people of the South living in the North, but really membership of people of the South living in the South.
· Group 1 - US-International Solidarity on Protecting Our Land, Restoring Land tenure and Conserving Our Resources for Future Generations
· Group 2 - Taking Back Our Food System – Farming, Migration, Immigration Labor and Agriculture, including Displacement of Farmers and Workers from Land and Employment.
· Group 3 - Building Community-to-Community Food Systems (Alternative Measures and systems)
· Group 4- Rural, AgriCulture, and Community Development – Education for Leadership 
· Group 5 - Water Energy, and Climate Change
· Group 6 – Saving Seed and Cultures
· Group 7 – Youth In Today’s Agriculture” Without Us, Who Eats Special Careers in Agriculture Workshop with Nick Jones, USDA-NRCS, Oklahoma; and Demendray Williams, Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture

12:00 PM	Networking Lunch and Review of Vintage Cars 1:00 PM – 5:00 PM YOUTH IN TODAY’S AGRICULTURE SPECIAL SESSION 
(w Rural Coalition Animal Health Team)
Field Trip to Wild Horse Arena (Rodeo grounds) – With Owner Wallace Edwards, Darnella Burkett-Winston and Star Nyea.  

Youth will explore the rodeo grounds where Mr. Edwards hosts an annual rodeo,; with presentations on horseback riding, animal care, horse shoeing, barrel racing, goat riding, and calf roping. We will also focus on tribal communication, saving seeds and planting techniques) and Hands on Activities: Part II


1:00 PM 	Cultural Change and Transforming Institutions: Part One – Creating a New Relationship between USDA and our Communities from the Ground Up – Role Play Facilitators: Magdaleno Rose- Avila and Mily Trevino Sauceda
· USDA Perspectives - Tom Roberts, USDA Rural Development, Jasper Parker, USDA NRCS, Wilbert C. Hundl, Jr. State Director, USDA-NASS and Dave Ranek, Deputy Director, USDA-NASS
· Yolanda Gomez, FWAF, Fellsmere, FLA 
· Leaders of Boley, OK 
· Oklahoma Tribal Perspectives- Randall Ware
· Home Grown USDA Leaders - Nick Jones, USDA-NRCS, Oklahoma; and Demendray Williams, Oklahoma State Department of Agriculture 
               
3:00 PM  	Cultural Change and Transforming Institutions: Part Two  - Policy and Advocacy on Critical Issues – 
· USDA Panelists Continue
· Beginning Farmers and Ranchers - 
· Poppy Davis – USDA National Program Leader for Small Farms and Beginning Farmers and Ranchers
· Maria Moreira, Member, Beginning Farmer and Rancher Advisory Board
· Members of the USDA Minority Advisory Committee: 
· Randall Ware, Farmer/ Rancher, Fort Cobb, OK
· John Zippert – Where to go on the Farm Bill and Beyond
· Robert Anderson, Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project, Earlsboro, Okla.
· Ben Burkett, Farmer/Rancher, Petal, Miss. 
· Building and Using a Better Farm Bill – Strategies Organizing our Farm, Ranch, Farmworker and Food Teams  - John Zippert and Lorette Picciano
3:00 PM – 6:00 PM   Agriculture Missions, Inc. Board Meeting 





6:00 PM 	Live Broadcast of Music and Insights from National Rural Gathering Participants (join us virtually at  www.wpfw.com) on “American Indian Truths…The Most Dangerous Show on Radio” with Pacifica Radio Host Jay Winter Nightwolf.  Show will lead in to the premier US showing of the Big Banana 

8:00 PM    Premier US Showing of The Big Banana (Cameroon) -  Agricultural Missions welcome of  filmmaker, Monsieur Franck Bieleu, followed by discussion
This 70 minute-long documentary produced in the Cameroon narrates how a transnational banana corporation, in this case Dole, has executed a corporate land grab, displacing native Cameroonian farmers who never asked to become unemployed or exploited farm workers on their own land.  This is a real life example of the land grab phenomenon, as it plays out across the world.  This film is so important that it was prevented by threat of official force from being shown recently in a Cameroon city due to its truth telling.

Evening Reflection:

Perhaps you think the Creator sent you here
to dispose of us as you see fit.
If I thought you were sent by the Creator,
I might be induced to think you had a right to dispose of me.
Do not misunderstand me, but understand fully
with reference to my affection for the land.
I never said the land was mine to do with as I choose.
The one who has a right to dispose of it is the one who has created it.
I claim a right to live on my land
and accord you the privilege to return to yours. ---Chief Joseph

Chief Joseph, known by his people as In-mut-too-yah-lat-lat (Thunder coming up over the land from the water), was best known for his resistance to the U.S. Government's attempts to force his tribe onto reservations. The Nez Perce were a peaceful nation spread from Idaho to Northern Washington. The tribe had maintained good relations with the whites after the Lewis and Clark expedition. Joseph spent much of his early childhood at a mission maintained by Christian missionaries. 

In 1855 Chief Joseph's father, Old Joseph, signed a treaty with the U.S. that allowed his people to retain much of their traditional lands. In 1863 another treaty was created that severely reduced the amount of land, but Old Joseph maintained that this second treaty was never agreed to by his people. 

A showdown over the second "non-treaty" came after Chief Joseph assumed his role as Chief in 1877. 
http://www.indigenouspeople.net/joseph.htm

Saturday, June 25, 2011    Building a New Society Day  - Gordon Cooper Technology Center

7:15 AM-7:30 AM - Morning Centering/Meditation sessions - Linda Velarde and Rabiah Nur
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM Agriculture Missions, Inc. Board Meeting 



8:00 AM – 2:00 PM  – Individual Assistance on USDA Applications, and Technical Assistance to Farmers on the Keepseagle, Pigford, Hispanic and Woman Farmer Claims processes. 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM   YOUTH IN TODAY’S AGRICULTURE SPECIAL SESSION Wrap Up 
Beginning and Small Farm Programs – Poppy Davis, USDA National Program Leader for Small and Beginning Farmers
Nothing Grows from the Top Down – Top 10 Ways Youth Can Change Farm Policy – Lorette Picciano, Rural Coalition 
Youth Loan Workshop and Career Presentations from Oklahoma Youth
What can we change in our on Communities by what we have learned at Rural Coalition Assembly?
Music and Drama Team meetings
Prepare Report back from the Youth Assembly to the full Assembly
Intergenerational Healing through the Land Youth Session-Harnessing our Spiritual Connection to Mother Earth. (Linda Velarde, Rabiah Nur and Star Nyea









9:00 AM 	Moving Forward The Long Struggle to Transform Our Land and Communities Land Grabs and the U.S. - the USDA Discrimination Claims Process - Moderated by Savonala Horne
· Overview of USDA Claims Processes - Janie Hipp- Special Assistant to the USDA Secretary on Tribal Relations
· The Keepseagle Settlement - Anita Matt, Intertribal Agriculture Council 
· Hispanic Farmers Claims Process – Rudy Arredondo, National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association 
· Pigford II and Women Farmers Claims Process - Attorney Phillip Fraas 
· A New Relationship with the People’s Department and the People - Ryan McMullen, USDA RD State Director 
· Unfinished Business - Where to go on the Farm Bill and Beyond - John Zippert 

11 AM- 12:30 PM 	Team Working Sessions - Identifying our Shared Policy and Action Priorities – led by Angela Adrar, Rural Coalition
The Team Working Sessions will begin with a process to help the small groups from previous days organize into ongoing teams to focus on how we can work together on specific action items on the issues that emerge from the earlier panels and small groups, all in the context of Food Sovereignty with Breakout Groups Food, Farmworker and Farm Team and International Organization and Planning Meetings


[image: ]








2:00 PM 	RC Business Meeting - John Zippert, Rural Coalition
· Membership Business and Resolutions – Georgia Good and Rudy Arredondo
· Elections – Mily Trevino Sauceda, Assistant Secretary, Rural Coalition
· Next Assembly 

3:00 PM 	Closing Plenary - John Zippert and Georgia Good, Rural Coalition
· Organizing and Leadership Reports from RC and Partner Groups – June Kim, Chukou Thao, Rudy Arredondo
· Film Presentation- Youth advocate Cristina Gomez of Farmworker Association of Florida 
· Presentation of Reports (with Visual Content) – Dorathy Barker and Angela Adrar
· Affirmation on Policy Proposals and Action Plan (all Groups) – Tirso Moreno, Rural Coalition Secretary with Savi Horne, RC Board member
· Resolutions of Solidarity and Mutual Action – Altagracia Villarreal and Mily Trevino Sauceda, RC Board members
· Building Participatory Democracy – Rudy Arredondo, RC Board Member and Marta Benavides, AMI
· New Skills - Tweeting and Facebook Updating and the Benefits of Blogging -Sarah Damian, Social Media Blogger and Strategist 
· Youth led - How to stay CONNECTED - http://www.ruralco.org
· Where to Go From Here – Willard Tillman
· Passing of the Seeds Ceremony – Gloria Castillo and Jerry Fuentes, Darnella Burkett Winston, 

5:30 PM  	Dinner, Awards, Thanks
7:00 PM 	Closing Ceremony -  Rural Coalition and Oklahoma Black Historical Research Project
Reflections and Affirmation of a United Vision  and Strategy to Help Reunite our Human Family and Replant our Communities on the Land.  
· Reflections and music by Star Nyea with Youth in Today’s Agriculture leaders
· Reflections from Mageleno Rose Avila and Jay Winter Nightwolf 
· Poetry by Carol Prejean Zippert, RC Poet Laureate
· Music by Rudy Arredondo, RC Troubador
· Remembrances and Closing Circle 


[image: ]
Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate.  We are different precisely in order to realize our need of one another…We can only be human together – If we could but recognize our common humanity, that we do belong together, that our destinies are bound up in one another’s, that we can be free only together, that we can survive only together, that we can be human only together, then a glorious world would come into being where all of us lived harmoniously together as members of one family, the human family…Archbishop Desmond Tutu


 THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS!
America the Beautiful Foundation – Seeds
National FFA Association
Langston University
Start2Farm
USDA Agencies
APHIS
Rural Development
NRCS

We Miss You!

To our dear brothers and sisters in our Mexico Delegation – We missed so much having this important part of our family here with us.  We apologize that the US Embassy did not provide you with visas to join us.  We will work for the day when borders will no longer separate our human family.  We send you our love and solidarity and will start working this day to make sure you will be with us next year in person.  We know you are with us always in Spirit!

Dearest Big Sisters Pat (Bellanger) and Marge (Townsend) – Next time we will send someone to bring you to us because and Assembly without you is not the same!  We send you and Carlos (Marentes), John (Bloch) and Hubert (Sapp) love and affection from all of us.  And Mr. Max, be careful on your horse!

[image: ]SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR AWESOME BROTHER WILLARD TILLMAN, And ALL OUR OKLAHOMA HOSTS,
TO ALL OUR VOLUNTEERS, OUR YOUTH DELEGATES, INTERPRETORS, DOCUMENTARIANS, ARTISTS AND SCRIBES,
And CARAVANS from ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI, and FLORIDA for being a great example of solidarity to our rural communities!!  

Special Thanks to by Mr. Dewayne Sexton of Seminole, OK for Providing Mule Driven Wagon Rides 
And thanks from Youth in Today’s Agriculture 
to Sha Sha and Super Jay for stopping by,

Thanks also to the staff of the Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural 
Angela Adrar, Field/Outreach Coordinator
Bryn Bird, Field Outreach Coordinator
Tracy Lloyd McCurty, Policy Advisor
Laura Valdés,  Language Access Specialist
And Marguerite Conroy, Summer Fellow

Safe Travels and Love go with you to all who have honored us with your presence and participation. We will see you soon!!! [image: ]

[image: ]BECOME A MEMBER TODAY

The Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural is an alliance of farmers, farm-workers, and indigenous, migrant and working people from the United States, Mexico, Canada, and beyond working together toward a new society that values unity, hope, people and the land. 

We seek to
· bring fair returns to minority and other small farmers and rural communities
· ensure just and fair working conditions for farm workers
· deliver safe and healthy food to consumers
· protect the Earth our Mother

Special Thanks to our AWESOME Leaders!
Rural Coalition Board of Directors 2010-2012
· John Zippert, Chair Person*, Federation of Southern Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund, Epes, AL
· Georgia Good, Vice Chair*, Rural Advancement Fund, Orangeburg, SC
· Dorathy Barker, Treasurer,* Operation Spring Plant, Oxford, NC
· Tirso Moreno, Secretary,* Farmworker Association of Florida, Apopka, FL
· Mily Trevino-Sauceda, Assistant Secretary*Organización en California de Lideres Campesinas, Inc., Pomona, CA
· Altagracia Villarreal, Assistant Treasurer,* Coalición Rural Mexico, Mexico City
· Darnella Burkett, Youth Representative, *Mississippi Association of Cooperatives, Jackson, MS
· Rudy Arredondo, National Latino Farmers and Ranchers Trade Association, Washington, DX
· Daisy Garrett, Chair, Mississippi Association of Cooperatives, Jackson, MS 
· Savi Horne, Land Loss Prevention Project, Durham, NC 
· Starry Krueger, Rural Development Leadership Network, New York, NY
· Anita Matt, Intertribal Agriculture Council, Moise, MT
· Rhonda Perry, Missouri Rural Crisis Center, Columbia, MO
· Victor Quintana, Friends of the Rural Coalition, Chihuahua, Mexico 
· Chukou Thao, National Hmong American Farmers, Inc., Fresno, CA 
· Carlos Marentes, Chair Emeritus, Border Agricultural Workers Project, El Paso, TX
· Hubert Sapp, Chair Emeritus, Atlanta, GA
· Patricia Bellanger, Emeritus, American Indian Movement, Minneapolis, MN
· Marge Townsend, Treasurer, North American Farm Alliance, Windsor, OH
· John Bloch, Secretary, Markham Center, Montpelier, VT 
· Lorette Picciano,* Ex-officio, Executive Director
*Executive Committee members 
WE ARE MOVING!!!!	OUR NEW ADDRESS JULY 1:
Rural Coalition/Coalición Rural, 1029 Vermont Ave Suite 601, Washington, DC 20005
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You can now become a member







Contact information
Mapy Alvarez – 
Program Developer and Coordinator
1012 14th Street, NW Suite 1100,
Washington DC, 20005
Ph 202 628 7160 Ext 14
Fax 202 393 1816
Cell 518 860 7972
mapy@immigrantfarming.org
www.immigrantfarming.org
NIFI’S purpose is to strengthen the capacity of immigrants and refugees to farm successfully by providing support and advocacy for disadvantage farmers to advance sustainable farming and food systems

NIFI provides training, networking opportunities, information sharing, and advocacy in order to increase resources, visibility, and support for immigrant, refugee, and farmworkers farmers.
• 

NIFI provides interpretation training for staff and volunteers of immigrant-farming projects to assure proper communication between the immigrant farming community and service providers and clear understanding on the resources available to them.

NIFI is making efforts to continue identifying immigrant farmers nationwide and currently is working to establish immigrant-farming projects in New Mexico, DC-Maryland-Virginia area, Florida, California, among others.

IF YOU ARE A Groups that represent immigrant and refugee farmers and farm workers in transition to becoming farmers as part of their organization mission or goals,
JOIN US



Program Developer and Coordinator
1012 14th Street, NW Suite 1100,
Washington DC, 20005
Ph 202 628 7160 Ext 14
Fax 202 393 1816
Cell 518 860 7972
mapy@immigrantfarming.org
www.immigrantfarming.org
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[image: ]Principles and Goals of the
Rural Coalition/ Coalición Rural

The Rural Coalition’s charter members, some 22 national organizations, first joined together in 1978 to bring their combined experiences and skills to bear on national policies affecting rural people and communities. 

They mapped an ambitious course toward general goals articulated in the Rural Coalition’s guiding principles.  These principles, to which all coalition member organizations subscribe, are:

· Justice and equal opportunity are the right of all people regardless of race, gender, ethnicity, or place of residence.

· All rural people are entitled to the good and services essential to a decent quality of life, including education, health and employment services, housing and basic community facilities.  They are also entitled to democratic community institutions dedicated to serving their interests.

· The long-term viability of rural communities rests on effective control and use of resources by the people living in rural areas, including family farmers, local business people and working people of all walks of life.

· Community-based organizations are instrumental in the development of rural communities. Public policy should encourage their growth and strength. 

· The federal government has the responsibility to ensure the rights of all citizens and to help secure the fulfillment of these rights.

Consistent with its commitment to these guiding principles, the Rural Coalition has worked toward two long-range goals:

· The development and implementation of progressive policies responsive to rural needs; and 

· The development of the capacities of rural organizations and people to work effectively for, and to sustain, institutional and systematic change.

We join together as rural interest organizations to work for a better national and global society. 
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        SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR LEAD SPONSOR









and our 
HARVEST SPONSOR
For Language Access
[image: ]Media Sponsor 
Jay Winter NightWolf
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11AM-2PM RURAL DEVELOPMENT FARM TEAM SPECIAL SESSION (Limited to 14 Team
Members) Creating a New Future: Field Trip to Boley, OK - Facilitated by Mapy Alvarez, National
Immigrant Farming Initiative with Leaders and Residents of Boley

Founded in 1903, Boley, Oklahoma, located in the central part of Okfuskee County, is of national
historical significance because it is representative of the many towns established by African
Americans who migrated from the South to northern and western communities in hopes of escaping
oppression and making new lives for themselves. The town, named for a white official of the Fort
Smith and Western Railroad who had encouraged its development, began as a rural community of
Creek Indian Freedmen. The town site was a propitious one for starting an all-black community
because it was located on fertile farmland, which had been allotted to the Creek Indian

Freedmen. The community has requested support and encouragement from Rural Coalition for their
efforts to create a new future as their town faces struggles common to many historic rural
communities.
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